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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR

Kandice Mascotti is an outstanding teacher.
She should not have been ousted from her
position at Studio Academy.

Four teachers have talked about quitting
as a result of her reinstatement. I say, “Go.”
There are plenty of teachers looking for a
teaching position.

Studio Academy is an outstanding school.
Most community members are uneducated
about the charter school. The school is not for
troubled students. Studio is for students
whose passion is in the arts. These students
genuinely care about mankind, the environ-
ment and each other.

The students have a close relationship
with their teachers. Studio students are
involved in the community as volunteers.

Some have criticized Studio’s students
regarding their state and national testing.
Studio has 100-120 students — area high
schools have thousands. The averages are
going to be quite different. 

“I wish them the best to get the school back
on track,” said former school board chair-
woman Susan Bergquist, who stepped down
as Studio Academy’s dean of students. Studio
is on the right track and stronger than ever.

I challenge those parents and students
who have expressed an interest in attending
Studio to check out the school. I promise you
won’t be disappointed.

Christine Pennington
Rochester 

The Post-Bulletin has now joined the chorus
of newspapers and the ACLU concerned about
our loss of privacy if the government can
wiretap phone calls coming into our country
from overseas.

I cannot imagine that Rep. Walz has voted
in favor of this issue with an eye toward his
re-election but more toward the protection of
the American public and the repeat of 9/11.

Ben de Wit
Rochester 
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The Intercultural Mutual
Assistance Association is taking
a “LEEDING” role in
Rochester’s newly developed
interest in environmentally
friendly buildings.

The organization’s new head-
quarters building at 2500 Val-
leyhigh Drive sets exception-
ally high standards for energy
efficiency and sustainability.
The building, built by AE
Benike Construction, meets all
the LEED standards. LEED
stands for Leadership in Energy
and Environmental Design.

The IMAA, which occupied
the building on June 18, gave
a tour of the building recently
for members of the Olmsted
County Clean Energy Resources
Team.

Christy Arend, development
director of IMAA; Ron Buzard,
director, and Armin Budimlic,
associate director, led the tour.

They said that every effort
had been made to meet the
high standards for the building’s
energy efficiency, but that they
did not seek LEED certifica-
tion because that would have
cost an additional $30,000.

The building covers 8,000
square feet and cost approxi-
mately $1,600,000.

Here are some of the building
features designed to make it
sustainable:

1. Geo-thermal heating and
cooling to reduce the need for
natural gas or other external
energy sources.

2. Located on bike trails and
bus lines to reduce the need
for using cars.

3. Maximizes use of natural
light to reduce the need for
interior lighting. 

4. On-site retention ponds,
rain gardens and rain barrels to
capture and re-use rain water.

5. Maximizes use of recycled
materials. All the cabinets used
are recycled from the Mayo
Clinic.

6. Regional materials fea-
tured. All materials in the
building came from sources
within 500 miles.

7. All paints and adhesives
used are low in volatile organic
compounds.

8. Building has a small-sized
asphalt parking lot to avoid heat
island effects. 

9. Water-efficient plumbing
features.

10. Future plans include a
“green roof” area to provide
insulation and control rain water.

IMAA is a non-profit organi-
zation that helps newcomers to
Olmsted County by providing
culturally appropriate, bilin-
gual programs and services. It
helps refugees and immigrants
to become independent by
helping them find jobs and
assisting with language, health
care and social services.

Arend said that, in addition
to meeting environmental
goals, the organization wanted

to build a headquarters that
will be an asset to the whole
community. She said that,
because the building is the
first building in the county
built to LEED standards, it has
already resulted in a record
number of visitors to the
IMAA’s offices.

IMAA leaders have said that
the group’s “philosophy is that

caring for our natural resources
is not only the right thing to do;
its promotes unity in diverse
communities through a shared
goal — caring for our Earth.”
The IMAA recently was
awarded the Environmental
Achievement Award from Olm-
sted County and Rochester
Public Utilities for its compre-
hensive recycling program.

The building has a number
of features designed to serve
its clients. They include a
meeting room, a prayer room
and a foot- washing station. That
area was designed for Muslim
clients who wash their feet
before their daily prayers. 

In addition to helping its
clients, the IMAA performs a
valuable service to the entire

community by helping new res-
idents to make a difficult tran-
sition to employment and citi-
zenship. By adopting top-level
environmental standards for its
headquarters, it has reinforced
its reputation for excellent com-
munity service.

Bill Boyne is a retired editor and
publisher of the Post-Bulletin. His
column appears weekly.

‘Green’ building sets standard for efficiency

When “The Simpsons” movie
turns out to be more realistic
than “The Bourne Ultimatum,”
you know something is up. Nev-
ertheless, the thriller is a big
hit, proving once again that film
audiences now want live action
cartoons rather than crisp, real-
istic films like “The Ipcress
File” or “The French Connec-
tion.”

For those of you not familiar
with the Bourne series, Matt
Damon plays a CIA agent who
becomes involved in the “Pro-
gram” (as in get with the). This
sinister plan results in Damon
being brainwashed, making him
a lean, mean killing machine
with no personal memories.
Thus, he can murder without
conscience, kind of like what
Hollywood producers often do
to scripts.

Anyway, Damon runs around
beating up four guys at a time
and eluding authorities all over
the world. However, he turns on
the CIA, so they must kill him.
But they can’t since Matt is Clint
Eastwood and Sean Connery
times 10. Plus, he has Julia Stiles
helping him. No way the CIA
has a chance.

I knew this movie was trouble
when I read the reviews. Almost
all the critics liked it. The only
way American movie critics
would like a violent car chase
film like this was if it bashed
the USA, which, of course, it
does.

The CIA guys are bad, bad,
bad. And just to make sure
Indonesian and Pakistani audi-
ences get the picture, the CIA
chief issues his evil orders with
the American flag clearly seen

on his desk. No language bar-
rier here, no sir. The U.S. intel-
ligence agencies are fiendish
enterprises that want to hurt
Matt Damon and actually force
Julia Stiles to cut her own hair.
How could they?

Actually, neither  Damon nor
Stiles had to do much acting.
Damon does work for the far-
left MoveOn organization and is
on record as requesting the
Bush daughters serve in Iraq.
The actor also told the Idaho
Statesman that the CIA’s use of
water boarding is an erosion of
our American values.

Guess what? There’s a water
boarding scene in the flick. What
a coincidence!

Stiles is also down with the
far left. On a cable program she
explained why she missed a
MoveOn event by saying: “I was
afraid that Bill O’Reilly would
come with a shotgun at my front

door and shoot me for being
unpatriotic.” Look it up if you
don’t believe me.

In the Bourne movie there are
no shotguns to frighten Stiles,
but plenty of automatic weapons
fired at U.S. intelligence agents,
not by al-Qaida, but by Amer-
ican Matt Damon. As the casu-
alty count rose, I kept thinking
about all those disability pay-
ments we taxpayers would have
to pick up.

Now, all of this is harmless
nonsense to those of us who
understand the hero and villain
business, and realize the sim-
plistic bias that permeates Hol-
lywood. But to impressionable
audiences, the anti-American
theme could resonate.

The director of the movie,
Paul Greengrass, told the Times
of London that he purposely
tapped into the mistrust the
world has of the USA. In my
opinion, Greengrass has used
his skills as a filmmaker to
create a slick propaganda
package that will make him mil-
lions of dollars. And standing
between Greengrass and real-
life terrorists who would slit his
throat are, of course, real-life
American intelligence people.

In the end, the America-haters
will love “The Bourne Ulti-
matum” and apolitical others
may enjoy the action and car-
nage. The movie is a perfect
storm of misguided ideology,
silly plotting and absurd con-
clusions. In other words, it’s a
blockbuster.

Veteran TV news anchor Bill
O’Reilly is host of the Fox News show
“The O’Reilly Factor.”

Damon’s ‘Ultimatum’ is a
blockbuster of propaganda

Studio Academy is back on track Walz voted to protect America

If there was one thing that I could add to
Rochester to make it a better place for all, it
would be a Thai restaurant.

Why doesn’t this city have one? Thai food
is very popular in big cities like Minneapolis
and Chicago. There are even sometimes two
or three Thai restaurants on the same street.
Here in Rochester, you can’t get any!

Thai food is so delicious, and I personally
feel that Rochester is missing out on a won-
derful dining experience.

Katie Hayes
Rochester

Where’s the Thai restaurant?

Bill Boyne

Bill O’Reilly
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The Intercultural Mutual Assistance Association’s new building at 2500 Valleyhigh Drive in Rochester utilizes state-of-
the-art construction materials, methods and design to increase its energy efficiency. 




