
I’ve received a lot of comments about my
Tuesday column in which I bemoaned the
negative campaign advertising I’ve been

seeing, reading and listening to over the last
couple of months.

Here’s an example, from Ann Mullaney: “... I
just wanted to let you know that I ‘TOTALLY
and FULLY’ agree with you about the fliers, the
telephone calls ... and the television commer-
cials. I am SOOOOOOOOOOO SICK of it all. It’s a
total ‘turn-off.’ I
definitely will be
voting, but am
waiting with
bated breath to
hear someone
say SOME-
THING NICE.”

Not everyone
was in agreement, though. I received several e-
mails and phone calls from DFL or Republican
partisans who told me that all of the negative
campaign ads are coming from the other side.

I beg to differ. On Monday evening, when I
came home from work, there were eight cam-
paign fliers waiting for me in the mail. Three of
them were tree-killing duplicates addressed to
my wife, my 19-year-old daughter who’s
attending college in Ohio and me. All but one of
the fliers were negative attacks on candidates
from both major political parties.

Could it be that we live in the only neighbor-
hood in town that’s getting negative advertising
from both political parties? Doesn’t seem likely.

I also received an e-mailed message from a
legislative candidate’s spouse, who said I owed
her husband an apology for lumping him in with
the rest of the candidates who have been
slinging mud, or having mud slung for them —
even though I didn’t mention a single candi-
date’s name.

I don’t disagree that this particular candidate
has stayed positive during his campaign, and he
should be commended for that. The problem is
that the DFL and Republican parties, as well as
some special interest groups, have such an over-
whelming interest in having candidates from
their side win on Tuesday that they seem
inclined to keep things negative because they
apparently believe that’s what it’ll take.

But I don’t want to end on a low note. One of
the highlights of my week was a phone call from
Chris Beighley of Rochester, who urged me to
listen to the message he and his wife have on
their answering machine. Here it is. Enjoy!

“If you’re calling to tell me that Tim Walz ate
worms when he was a little kid or that Tim Paw-
lenty wants to save the penguins ... or even that
Mike Hatch never loved his mother; Tina Liebling
once burned down an entire rainforest, or that
Carla Nelson stopped a tornado with her singing.

“Or even if you’re calling to tell me that Gil
Gutknecht is really D.B. Cooper, Andrew Welti lives
in a cave and eats bugs to survive, Mark Kennedy
invented the atom bomb, Chet Culver kidnapped
the Lindbergh baby; or even if you’re calling to tell
me that Jim Nussle is really a 900-year-old Jedi
master, or that Amy Klobuchar personally brought
down an entire Cuban drug ring while taking a
bubble bath, please, don’t leave a message. If you’re
calling for any other reason, Tricia, myself or my
kids will definitely call you back.”

Greg Sellnow’s columns appear Tuesdays and Saturdays.
He can be reached at 285-7703 or by e-mail at
sellnow@postbulletin.com.
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WINONA — Residents
got a chance Friday to
look at their newly reno-
vated City Hall.

The City Council
approved the $1.8 million
project two years ago. It
included a 10,000 square-
foot addition to the
existing building, a new
conference room, a copy
room and extra storage
space.

New windows were also
installed.

The project was 
originally estimated to cost
more than $2 million, but
the city saved about
$250,000 when an
employee suggested a plan
that didn’t require a tem-
porary move to the Winona
Knitting Mills.

BEST BETS
• A Feed the Deer/Elk

event will be at 1 p.m.
today at Oxbow Park near
Byron. Watch the deer and
elk being fed, up-close
and personal. Recom-
mended for all ages.

• A craft sale will be
from 9 a.m. to 2:30 p.m.
today at the Millville
Legion Hall. It’s sponsored
by St. Patrick's Catholic
Church. Bake sale and
lunch are also available.

UP NEXT

The Post-Bulletin is committed
to publishing fair and accurate
information, in print and online.
If you find an error or have a
concern about content, call 
Managing Editor Jay Furst at
285-7742 or send an e-mail to
furst@postbulletin.com.

BACK TALK
Results from Friday’s

Back Talk, the daily online
survey at Postbulletin.com:
Do you care that Mike
Hatch's running mate,
Judi Dutcher, apparently
knows nothing about 
E-85?

• Heck, I don't even
know what E-85 is. (101)

• It's another sign
Hatch's campaign is run-
ning on empty. (147)

• She may have cost
Hatch a few rural votes.
(182)

Go to www.postbulletin.com
and click on today's survey.

Ken Klotzbach/Post-Bulletin

Tim Brown, an employee at ShopKo North in Rochester, sets up a display of Christ-
mas wrapping paper recently.

By Matt Russell

mrussell@postbulletin.com

With the holiday shopping
season fast approaching, we’re
reaching the time when you
can typically find short-term
jobs at stores to make some
extra cash.

Here’s a look at the prospects
for seasonal job hunters this
year:

The outlook 
No hard numbers are avail-

able yet on this year’s holiday
retail hiring in the Rochester
area, but there’s no reason to
think the trend of “relatively
decent” holiday hiring won’t
continue, said Jennifer
Ridgeway, a regional analyst
for southeastern and south-cen-
tral Minnesota with the state
Department of Employment
and Economic Development. 

Retailers decreased holiday
hires by 35 percent in 2001, but

hiring increased every year
since and inched above pre-
2001 levels for the first time
last year, according to the
National Retail Federation. 

Local stores
Both of the ShopKo stores in

Rochester are in the process of
increasing their workforce by
20 to 25 percent by mid-
November, according to
regional vice president Brian
Murty. 

At the same time, Best Buy
in Rochester has pretty much
hired the employees it needs
for the season but might make
a few more hires yet, according
to employee Denise Alquist. 

Signs seeking seasonal
workers were plentiful at
Apache Mall in Rochester this
week, with stores seeking help
including the Gap, Buckle, Lim-
ited Too, Hallmark, Bath &
Body Works, the Disney Store,
American Eagle Outfitters and

Herberger’s.

Advice
As with any temporary job,

seasonal work can lead to full-
time jobs, Ridgeway said. 

“Even if you’re thinking,
‘This will just get me through
the holidays to make some
extra money,’ if you’re inter-
ested in finding something
more permanent, that opportu-
nity is like a job interview,” she
said.

Retail jobs aren’t the only
kind that open up this time of
the year, according to Curt
Wigham, business development
consultant at Express Per-
sonnel in Rochester. 

Wigham said construction
and landscaping companies
typically hire extra workers to
help finish projects before
winter. Clerical and processing
jobs also open up as farm har-
vests are processed, he added.

’Tis the season
for extra help
Stores look for seasonal workers

By Mike Klein

mklein@postbulletin.com

More immigrants means more
demands on Rochester’s Inter-
cultural Mutual Assistance
Association.

To cope with growth, con-
struction will start Friday on a
new home for the IMAA on the
northwest side.

“We’ve outgrown the space
we’ve got,” said Kristy Arend,
director of development for the
IMAA. “We had to rent some
offices in the building next
door.”

IMAA officials hope the
building is completed in March
or April.

The IMAA provides support
services to foreign-born resi-
dents, and it’s funded with
grants, fees and contributions.

Olmsted County had 10,268
foreign-born people in 2005, up
5.2 percent from 2000, according
to the U.S. Census Bureau.

The IMAA, which has 16 full-

time employees, currently
leases the annex behind the
Workforce Center at 300 11th
Ave. N.W., Suite 100. A handful
of staff have spilled over into
the basement of the center.
“Our staff is fragmented,” she
said.

It’s important to have more

space, because many of the
clients need privacy to talk over
privileged information, she
said.

The lease on the current
place is expiring, Arend said.

The new building will be con-
structed by A.E. Benike to the
IMAA’s specification, and the
IMAA will rent it and hopefully
raise money to purchase it in
the future. 

The 8,000-square-foot building
is expected to cost about $1.6
million, Arend said.

It’s being built on land
Benike owns at 2500 Valleyhigh
Drive N.W. The IMAA sought a
site near a bus line and a bike
trail.

The IMAA has been adding
more programs to help clients;
its projected budget for this
year is $1.4 million. For
instance, it recently got a grant
to help mentor clients through
college, Arend said.

“Our staff has grown, and
staff has gotten busier,” she
said.

Greg
Sellnow

I’m positive
it’s negative
out there

Growing IMAA will get new home
Going ‘green’
The new IMAA headquar-

ters will be an energy-effi-
cient “green building,” with
such environmentally friendly
measures as geothermal
heating and cooling.

“We’re really serious about
that,” said Kristy Arend,
director of development for
the IMAA.

Another “green” building, a
solar home under construc-
tion, will have an open house
from 1 to 4 p.m. Saturday. It
is at 2107 10th St. S.E. in
Pine Island.

By Heather J. Carlson

hcarlson@postbulletin.com

MANTORVILLE — Authorities are searching for
a 26-year-old Dodge Center man who escaped after
leading officers on a high-speed chase that
included smashing into a squad car and nearly
running over two officers.

Dodge County Sheriff’s deputies attempted to
arrest Aaron Michael Anderson on outstanding
felony warrants at 8:40 p.m. Thursday at a Dodge
Center home in the 500 block of
Third Avenue North, according to
Sheriff Gary Thompson. 

After speaking with people in
the home, deputies saw the
garage door open and Anderson
quickly backing out in a Ford
Mustang. He rammed a squad car,
and two officers leapt out of the
way to avoid being struck.

Anderson then led authorities
on a chase through Dodge Center
with his speed exceeding 100
mph. He then drove west on County Road 34 and
then north on Highway 56 to West Concord. There,
officers used “stop sticks” to deflate the car’s tires.
Anderson then drove into a field and fled on foot
with a passenger.

Thompson said Anderson has a history of vio-
lence and has said he will use whatever force nec-
essary to avoid getting caught.

This is not the first time Anderson has success-
fully evaded authorities. In September, he escaped
authorities in Dodge Center by fleeing on an off-
road dirt bike, according to the criminal complaint.
Anderson has several outstanding felony warrants
including two in Dodge County for crimes
including vehicle theft and fleeing a peace officer,
Thompson said.

Thompson said he is confident authorities will
eventually nab Anderson, adding “he can only hide
so long.”
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