Growing IMAA will get new home

By Mike Klein
mklein @postbulletin.com

More immigrants means more
demands on Rochester’s Inter-
cultural Mutual Assistance
Association.

To cope with growth, con-
struction will start Friday on a
new home for the IMAA on the
northwest side.

“We’ve outgrown the space
we’ve got,” said Kristy Arend,
director of development for the
IMAA. “We had to rent some
offices in the building next
door.”

IMAA officials hope the
building is completed in March
or April.

The IMAA provides support
services to foreign-born resi-
dents, and it’s funded with
grants, fees and contributions.

Olmsted County had 10,268
foreign-born people in 2005, up
5.2 percent from 2000, according
to the U.S. Census Bureau.

The IMAA, which has 16 full-

Going ‘green’

The new IMAA headquar-
ters will be an energy-effi-
cient “green building,” with
such environmentally friendly
measures as geothermal
heating and cooling.

“We’re really serious about
that,” said Kristy Arend,
director of development for
the IMAA.

Another “green” building, a
solar home under construc-
tion, will have an open house
from 1 to 4 p.m. Saturday. It
is at 2107 10th St. S.E. in
Pine Island.

time employees, currently
leases the annex behind the
Workforce Center at 300 11th
Ave. N.W., Suite 100. A handful
of staff have spilled over into
the basement of the center.
“Our staff is fragmented,” she
said.

It’s important to have more

space, because many of the
clients need privacy to talk over
privileged information, she
said.

The lease on the current
place is expiring, Arend said.

The new building will be con-
structed by A.E. Benike to the
IMAA’s specification, and the
IMAA will rent it and hopefully
raise money to purchase it in
the future.

The 8,000-square-foot building
is expected to cost about $1.6
million, Arend said.

It’s being built on land
Benike owns at 2500 Valleyhigh
Drive N.W. The IMAA sought a
site near a bus line and a bike
trail.

The IMAA has been adding
more programs to help clients;
its projected budget for this
year is $1.4 million. For
instance, it recently got a grant
to help mentor clients through
college, Arend said.

“Our staff has grown, and
staff has gotten busier,” she
said.





